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@ETIQUETTEIOWA

Editor’s note: Dr. Tice will 
speak daily in the Wallaces 
Farmer Hospitality Tent at 
Sixth and Central all three 

I am proud to be the daughter of a 
farmer. 

Throughout his career as an agricul-
tural banker and farmer, my father always 
said, “Treat people better than they de-
serve. It’s the kindest thing to do.”

The core belief to treat people with 

respect has stayed with me. Throughout 
my career, I have made every attempt to 
accept people, treat them well and always 
respect them, despite sometimes differing 
viewpoints. It hasn’t always been easy, but 
I always came away from the interaction 
knowing I gave it my best shot. 

Agriculture and its related industries 
are fundamental to all of us. The changes 
that have taken place over the years are 
nothing short of phenomenal. We have 
the task of feeding and clothing an ever-
growing population, as well as providing 
fuel. 

Every year, every season, every har-
vest, we do it a little bit better than the 
year before. We have cutting-edge tech-
nology in our machinery. There are ex-
citing developments in biology, chemistry, 
nutrition, anthropology, psychology, ge-
netics and sociology, all of which benefi t 
agriculture and its related businesses. 

It is astonishing. 
It is very easy to get bogged down in 

the busyness of our day. The food/fi ber/
biofuel chain can be complicated and 
sometimes cumbersome.

Impact
We need to remember the huge benefi cial 
impact we in agriculture have on the lives 
of people everywhere. I am proud to be 
a member of an industry that has been 
around since the beginning of time. I wel-
come new and exciting changes, so that 
we can continue to face the challenges 
of today. 

Much of the infrastructure work of 
the farm goes on around the table … the 
kitchen table, the worktable in the shop 
or the formal dining table during Sunday 
meals. 

No matter what goes on at our tables, 
the table secures itself with its four strong 
legs, and the table, in turn, secures our 
lives. 

Fragile
My view of human nature is that many of 
us are just holding it together in various 
ways --- which is OK --- we just need to go 
easy with each other, because we are all 
incredibly fragile human beings.

On the other hand, as human beings, 
we can be tough as nails. Especially when 
we are charged with the monumental task 
that lies ahead: How do we feed, clothe 
and fuel this growing population? We need 
people who can solve problems in prac-
tical, respectful ways. Often, those of us 
in agriculture do it humbly, consistently 
and brilliantly. 

Zoologists will tell you that most ani-

The art of building trust and respect
days of the show. Her talk begins at 11 a.m.

“Let us not forget that the cultivation 
of the earth is the most important labor of 
man. When tillage begins, the other acts 
will follow. The farmers, therefore, are the 
founders of our civilization.”

— Daniel Webster

Control is fundamental to running an efficient and profitable farm. This is especially true 
when it comes to seed treatment—your first opportunity to unlock maximum yield or 
suffer irreversible loss. 
 
The MY YIELD seed treatment systems empower farmers to treat their own seed with 
precision, just-in-time and right on the farm. And the custom MY YIELD chemical blends 
ensure that you have the right treatment(s) to meet your farm’s unique demands at 
lower costs. The seamless MY YIELD seed treatment systems empower farmers to 
control their entire seed treatment process from chemical blender to seed tender. 

(888) 529-8768  |  www.empoweringfarmers.com  |  1007 Industrial Park Drive, Oelwein, IA 50662

Come to Booth 1322 to start taking control today.

TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR 
SEED TREATMENT PROCESS 
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mals, even the irresponsible 
crow, have rules of decorum 
and order. Crows, with a 
minimum of squabbling and fl apping, ar-
range themselves on a fence in order of 
precedence from right to left. Is there a 

Are you building trust and respect in 
your family and farm business? 

Essential
The human contribution is the essential 
ingredient. It is only in the giving of one’s 
self to others that we truly begin to live. The 
best portions of a person’s life are those 
little, unremembered acts of kindness and 
love. If the only prayer you say your whole 
life is “thank you,” it will be enough. 

One of life’s gifts is that each of us, no 
matter how tired and downtrodden, fi nds 
reasons for thankfulness. 

Agriculture and its related businesses 
are leading the way to a brighter future for 
all of us. We’d love to have you join our 
table. Will you, please? 

Tice is owner of Etiquette Iowa 
(etiquetteiowa.com) and author of 
“AgriManners: Essential Etiquette for 
Professional Success.”

semblance of order in your life, 
despite your busy lifestyle? 
Are there moments of time 
when you can exhale and 
take a deep breath, to refl ect 
on all of the good things in 

your life?
Are the “legs” of your table built for 

support to handle any situation or prefer-
ence? (Or are the legs wobbly and need 
attention?)

PUT IN WRITING: 
Patricia Tice has written 
this book that pulls 
together the essential 
practices a farm can apply 
for best results.
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